
 

Since 2009, the Ontario Bioscience Innovation Organization (OBIO®) has engaged in strategy and policy 
development, advocacy and government relations to further the development and commercialization of 
Ontario’s human health technologies.  Achieved through investment, strategic alliances, stakeholder 
engagement and industry promotion.   
 
OBIO led the Ontario Bioscience Economic Strategy Team (OBEST®) in developing a province-wide 
strategic vision for addressing key issues such as capital access, capabilities/people, innovation 
adoption, market receptivity and export. The goal is to ensure a sustainable biosciences sector in 
Ontario that creates jobs, attracts expertise and ideas, elevates health outcomes and builds a more 
prosperous economy.  
 
OBIO has a successful track record for implementing OBEST. We have established and funded 
programs that achieve results, and address the priority goals identified by our stakeholders.  
 

High-Impact Initiatives  

Building Companies: OBIO Capital Access Advisory Program (CAAP®) and Pre-CAAP 
Access to Capital continues to be the number one issue faced by Ontario’s SMEs. OBIO’s CAAP 
initiative advances policies and programs designed to increase investment in the Ontario health 
sciences sector. CAAP provides strategic guidance to enhance the venture-readiness profiles of Ontario 
companies. The CAAP international advisor network includes senior members of the venture community 
and successful health sciences executives. OBIO’s Pre-CAAP program operates upstream of CAAP 
and benefits companies that have raised “seed” or later rounds of financing and may plan to apply for 
OBIO CAAP. Both programs are supported by the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern 
Ontario and the Province of Ontario as well as private sector sponsors Norton Rose Fulbright Canada 
LLP and Novadaq Technologies Inc. 

Building Interconnectivity 
Interconnectivity builds an industry and the sector. OBIO offers numerous ‘Interconnectivity’ related 
activities that bring people together over meals, at workshops and via webinars. These peer-to-peer 
events allow executives to share knowledge and ideas, solve problems, and advance thought 
leadership. OBIO’s Interconnectivity initiative builds industry engagement and commitment to a shared 
vision of a fully-functioning ecosystem in which companies are founded, operate and grow. OBIO and 
OBIO members support the efforts of other organizations who share a common purpose. 
 
Building an Environment Where Industry can Thrive: How Canada Should be Engaging in a $9 
Trillion Dollar Health Economy 
OBIO’s 2016 report “How Canada Should be Engaging in a $9 Trillion Dollar Health Economy” contains 
actionable recommendations to achieve health and economic benefits for Canadians. OBIO’s Innovation 
Adoption Initiative is designed to strengthen capacity for delivering cost-effective, outcome-focused care 
for patients while catalyzing health technology commercialization, adoption and dissemination. OBIO 
continues to work with stakeholders to develop policies that will revitalize market conditions for a thriving 
industry. In 2016, OBIO successfully became the Ontario partner for Natural Products Canada, a Center 
of Excellence for Commercialization and Research. 

OBIO All Party MPP Health Science Caucus 
OBIO meets regularly with a caucus comprised of MPPs from all parties to discuss the environment of 
Ontario’s health biosciences industry, as well as advancing OBIO’s policy initiatives. 
 

 

 

Advancing Our Competitive Position in Health 

Technology Innovation and Commercialization 

 
The Ontario Bioscience Innovation 
Organization (OBIO®) is a not-for-profit, 
membership-based organization engaged in 
the development of an integrated health 
innovation economy for Ontario that will 
become a leader in providing health 
technology to the international marketplace.  
 
OBIO advances this goal through advocacy, 
promotion, strategic leadership and 
collaborative partnerships with industry, 
academia, patients and government.  
  
Vision 
To create a new Ontario that is a world 
leader in health science innovation and a 
global location of choice for bioscience 
commercialization. 
 
Mission 
To advocate for the growth and development 
of the commercial bioscience cluster in 
Ontario and Canada, resulting in improved 
patient outcomes, increased health care 
efficiency and greater prosperity for all. 
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