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Be in the Know with OBIO… 

Updating the Innovation Supercluster Shortlist 

By: Grant Burns, Public Affairs and Communications Manager 

Last week, the Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development launched a cross country 

tour to introduce the nine supercluster proposals that have been shortlisted by the federal 

government for the Innovation Superclusters Initiative. 

 

Describing these proposals as “industry-led,” Minister Bains pointed out that by asking a variety of 

different companies and organizations to deliver joint proposals, the government is hoping to 

promote a culture of collaboration between groups with different perspectives.  They are aiming to 

promote the growth of a “made-in-Canada Silicon Valley,” said Minster Bains. 

 

Fifty proposals were initially submitted and the remaining nine are now competing to be named one 

of the the up-to-five proposals that will receive funding from the five-year, $950M envelope that 

the government announced in the 2017 budget. 

 

The tour last week began in Halifax and Montreal on Oct 10 th, before coming to Toronto on Oct 11th, 

then moving on to Calgary and finally Vancouver on Oct 12 th. 

 

The nine shortlisted proposals are:  

• Advanced manufacturing cluster from Ontario based in Toronto and Waterloo Region  

• Mining transformation cluster from Ontario  

• Digital technology cluster in British Columbia 

• AI-powered supply chains cluster from Quebec  

• Digital oceans technologies cluster in the Atlantic Region  

• Aerospace and mobility cluster based primarily in Quebec, a plant-based proteins cluster 
from Saskatchewan  

• Agriculture and crops cluster based in Alberta  

• Infrastructure cluster from Alberta  
 
Of note, no proposals from the health science sector were among those shortlisted. 
 
But for those paying closer attention to the coverage of Minister Bains’ tour, the Minister made a 
couple of references to the health care sector that are worth mentioning. 
 
In an article published by the University of Toronto covering Minister Bains’ visit on Oct 11 th, the 
Minister described advanced manufacturing – one of the shortlisted proposals he was discussing in 
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Toronto – by saying that manufacturers can be the “ultimate technology integrators” and added 
that “Canadian manufacturers are delivering the best of what the world wants in sectors as diverse 
as transportation, consumer goods and life sciences.”   
 
Read the full story here. 
 
At that same Toronto announcement, the CEO of Myant released a statement regarding its support 
for the advanced manufacturing supercluster and mentioned “healthcare groups” explicitly as part 
of this supercluster. Read the release here.  
 
The second mention of the health science sector during the superclusters tour last week was 
following the Minister’s stop in Vancouver. BetaKit, the Canadian tech innovation news site, 
covered the tour and pointed out the absence of the health care sector. The Minister’s response 
demonstrates that the health science sector isn’t far from the federal government’s thinking:  
 

While Canada’s tech ecosystem is known for its strong healthtech startups, 
healthcare is a sector notably missing from the list. To that, Bains said that it’s a 
space that intersects with some of the clusters actually chosen.  
 
“It’s not about one particular sector, it’s about a lot of platforms that can impact so 
many different sectors. AI has the ability to impact to so many different parts of our 
economy, including the healthtech sector,” said Bains. “If you look at advanced 
manufacturing, that had a lot of emphasis on biotech. If you look at digital platforms, 
that too impacts many different aspects of our economy. It’s also promoting platforms 
that can generate growth opportunities in so many different sectors, including the 
health and biotech sector.” 

 

Read BetaKit’s full story here.  
 
While the early reporting on the shortlisted proposals for the federal government’s Innovation 
Superclusters Initiative didn’t mention the health science sector, if you dig a little deeper, you can 
find that the health science sector is still on the map. 
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