
A COMPETITION DESIGNED TO 
MOVE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
OUT OF  LABS AND INTO MARKET.

Synapse Life Sciences Competition

WHAT IS IT?
In 2013, with support from various community partners,               
Innovation Factory created the Synapse Life Science Competition. 
The program is designed to turn ideas into products and services, 
and move them out of labs and into the market.
Last year’s winners took home $55,000 in cash and in-kind prizes!

WHAT WE DO
Since the inaugural competition, Innovation Factory has assisted nearly 
50 researchers through the process of commercializing their work, and 
has helped to find them the resources and people they need to see 
their ideas come to life. We’ve seen great strides from previous winners 
including Advanced Theranostics Inc., Sound Options, TopSpin 360 and 
many of the other applicants and finalists. 

WHO SHOULD APPLY?
The 2017 competition promises to be the best yet! We’re actively looking 
for partners, sponsors, mentors and judges to get involved and support 
this year’s finalists.

If you’re a researcher, scientist, or innovator in the life sciences, or a 
senior level student at McMaster University looking to get involved in 
the competition, visit www.synapselifescience.com to learn more and 
apply!

Apply at www.synapselifescience.com 
between November 1 - December 1, 2016



syn•apse [sin-aps] A junction between two nerve cells, consisting of a 
minute gap across which impulses pass by diffusion of a neurotransmitter.

2015/2016 Sponsors and Partners

4: Commercialization Plan  
FEBRUARY 2017

Phase Description

1: Submissions Due
DECEMBER 1, 2016

3: Executive Summary 
JANUARY 2017

5: Final Pitch and Showcase
MARCH 2017

Interested candidates will be asked to fill out a short questionnaire as part of the 
application process; this will include information about their research, or idea in 
the life sciences, or about their background.  Last year, 15 teams were selected to 
move forward. 

Our top 3 teams will deliver a business pitch of their idea, competing for the grand 
prize of a cash award, as well as in-kind services from our generous partners. All 
finalists will present a poster, and have the opportunity to network with top    
industry leaders in the life sciences.

A ten to fifteen page Commercialization Plan will give our semi-finalists a better 
idea of the detailed steps needed to commercialize their research, and a timeline 
to market. These plans are judged for commercial feasibility, growth potential, and 
risk. 

Teams will submit a 3-5 page Executive Summary, outlining the business, market 
potential, and commercialization steps. Semi-finalist teams will be selected to 
move forward from here, and produce a full commercialization plan. 

Competition Format

2: Team Formation 
JANUARY 2017

Finalists selected for the competition will be expected to attend a meet & greet 
session in early January, where innovators in the life sciences will be paired with 1-2 
senior level students from McMaster University. These groups will move forward as 
teams in the competition. 

How To Get Invovled
There are many ways to get involved with the Synapse Life Sciences Competition: become a sponsor, 
mentor, partner or judge.
 
If you are interested in participating in the competition, please contact: 
Elizabeth Thorsen, elizabeth.thorsen@innovationfactory.ca, 905-667-2611 x224

Innovation Factory is a member of

Synapse Life Sciences Competition


